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though, had they done so, the punishment might have been
greater, yet I will still approve the finding. Let him have
the benefit of the mistake the court has made.

Fox is much dissatisfied with the verdict. Thinks it in-
adequate; should have been imprisoned five years and fined
one hundred thousand dollars. He wishes me to return the
papers for revision, and to state the punishment is inade-
quate. But this is not advisable, even were it strictly cor-
rect and allowable. The ends desired will be accomplished
by this punishment. A more severe one, such as he sug-
gests, will endanger a reaction.

The President was in very good spirits at the Cabinet.
His journey has done him good, physically, and strength-
ened him mentally and inspired confidence in the General
and army. Chase was not at the Cabinet-meeting. I know
not if he is at home, but he latterly makes it a point not to
attend. No one was more prompt and punctual than him-
self until about a year since. As the Presidential contest
approached he has ceased in a great measure to come to
the meetings. Stanton is but little better. If he comes, it
is to whisper to the President, or take the dispatches or the
papers from his pocket and go into a corner with the Pre-
sident. When he has no specialty of his own, he withdraws
after some five or ten minutes.

Mr. Seward generally attends the Cabinet-meetings,
but the questions and matters of his Department he sel-
dom brings forward. These he discusses with the President
alone. Some of them he communicates to me, because it is
indispensable that I should be informed, but the other mem-
bers are generally excluded.

June 25, Saturday. There are some blunders in the
finding of the court in Scofield's case that I do not like. I
telegraphed to Wilson, Judge-Advocate, to come here for
consultation and explanation, but a telegram just received
says he is unable from indisposition.

The Treasury management is terrible, ruinous.  Navy